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The hundreds of construction cones that filled  
the lawn in front of the SDDOT Central Office  
in Pierre April 7 provided a vivid reminder of 
how dangerous construction zones can be.  

That morning, State, city, county and private 
industry workers joined together to express the 
safety message and to share their personal  
experiences about working along roadways.  

The event kicked off Work Zone Awareness 
Week, a time set aside to remind drivers to  
“Slow for the Cone Zone,” and to proceed with 
caution in and around road construction and 
maintenance work.  

Each of the 365 cones on the lawn represented 
two people who were either injured or killed in  
a South Dakota work zone in the last five years. 
Eight of the cones represented the 16 deaths  
that occurred during that time. 
“Construction season is just around the corner 

and we’ll soon be seeing lots of orange cones and 
workers on our streets and highways. Each year 
across the country, hundreds of people are need-
lessly injured or worse in construction work 
zones,” said SDDOT Secretary Darin Bergquist. 
“This nationwide week long event is intended to 
bring awareness to the traveling public in an ef-
fort to improve the safety of those who work in 
or travel through highway construction areas.” 

Representatives from the SDDOT, the Associ-
ated General Contractors, the Federal Highway 

Administration, the SD Highway Patrol, and 
the cities of Pierre and Fort Pierre took part in 
the event. They urged motorists to remain 

Cone event stresses work zone safety 

(see Benefit Enrollment on page 2) 

Annual enrollment for State Employee Benefits 
is occurring in late April and mid-May. All 
employees will be required to go in and  
complete the enrollment process this year. 
There are important changes in the plans so 
please educate yourself prior to enrollment. 

The Bureau of Personnel is encouraging  
all State employees to carefully review their 
benefit options before making choices for the 
FY 2009 insurance plan year.  

Benefit Decision Guides detailing the plans 
for this year have been mailed to employees 
homes and informational Benefit Enrollment 
Meetings are being offered over the Digital 
Dakota Network (DDN) video conference  

BOP: Review your  
benefit options 

Schaefer resigns  
as head of P&E 
Loren Schaefer, Director of the Division of 
Planning and Engineering, worked his last day 
with the SDDOT on April 25. 
“I am grateful to all who have helped me  

these past two years and have been so patient 
with me,” Schaefer said in an all-staff e-mail. 
“We have accomplished much together. None-
theless, more challenges are ahead for all of us. 
I encourage you to meet them with character 
and courage.” 

Schaefer has accepted an offer from Brosz 
Engineering in Pierre to create a new architec-
tural services division. He says the change will 
allow him to return to his home profession of 
architecture and to develop his natural talents. 

Schaefer has worked for the State of South 
Dakota for 19 years. Before taking his current 
post in 2006, he served as head of the Office  
of the State Engineer. 

Deputy Secretary Kevin Tveidt will be the 
interim director until a successor is named. 

If you do not actively enroll  
in a health plan during  

FY 2009 enrollment, you and  
your dependents will default  

to the $1,000 Deductible Plan. 

(see Work Zone Awareness on page 2) 

A crowd listens as Sharon Johnson of the Federal  
Highway Administration presents work zone accident 
statistics in Pierre on April 7. The event was South 
Dakota’s kick-off to Work Zone Awareness Week.  
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system. Employees who do not have 
easy access to the DDN studio presen-
tations may view a taped copy of a 
meeting on the BOP Web site.  

DDN presentations remaining are 
scheduled for May 5, May 7 and May 
12. A list of DDN sites and times is 
provided on the BOP Web site with  
the other enrollment information. Any 
enrollment questions can be referred  
to the SDDOT Human Resource  
Office or BOP Benefits Program. 

Because there are important changes 
occurring in the health plans, it is  
important for employees to review all 
information and evaluate it according 
to their personal situation. One impor-
tant change is that the Network Plan 
has been discontinued. The plan will be 
replaced by a $300 Deductible/Copay 

Benefit Enrollment 
(continued from page one) 

vigilant when traveling though construc-
tion zones, by temporary work projects 
or past emergency personnel, for their 
safety and that of the workers. 

Nationally, more than 80 percent of the 
people killed in work zones are drivers 
and passengers. 

Bergquist closed the event by reading 
“The Men in Green and Orange,” a poem 
written by Sandy McKee Green of White 
River. Green is the wife of a former 
SDDOT employee and the mother of Bill 
Green, Lead Highway Maintenance 
Worker in White River. The two have 

 

Annual enrollment  
All times are Central Time 
 

Session 1 
Open:  Mon, April 21 at 6 a.m. 
Close: Tues, April 29 at midnight 
 

Session 2 
Open: Tues, May 13 at 6 a.m. 
Close: Mon, May 19 at midnight 
 

Enroll online at 
www.BOPweb.com 

Plan. All employees who are currently 
in the Network Plan will automatically 
default to the $1,000 Deductible Plan  
if they neglect to go through the enroll-
ment process and select a new plan. 

Work Zone Awareness 
(continued from page one) 

nearly 45 combined years of service. 
Their numerous stories of close calls 
prompted Sandy to write the piece.  

Video and photos of the presentation 
can be found on the M drive, at 
M:\DOT\Common\DOTGraphics\ 
Photos TEMP\WZAW.  

Work zone safety took center stage 
throughout the week, with the message 
displayed as part of press releases,  
public service announcements, posters, 
orange ribbons on lapels and presenta-
tions by SDDOT staff to their local 
schools.  

Hundreds of traffic cones fill the front lawn of the SDDOT building in Pierre April 7 during the 
kick-off event to Work Zone Awareness Week. The cones memorialized the 731 people who were 
injured and the 16 people who have died in South Dakota work zones in the last five years. 

Information on additional plan changes 
can be found in your Decision Guide or 
on the BOP Web site. 

All employees and covered spouses 
need to complete a Health Assessment  
by July 1. The Health Assessment is an 
annual requirement and is mandatory.   
Failure to complete the Health Assess-
ment will result in a reduction of benefits 
when claims are processed. The Health 
Assessment can be completed online 
during enrollment or you can return  
to the site to complete it at a later date.   
You may receive a paper copy of the 
Health Assessment to complete by  
calling 773-3148. 

All information related to the  
Annual Enrollment process and the  
insurance plans can be found at 
www.BOPweb.com. 

Way to go! 

Tim Wicks, Lead Project Engineer  
in Custer, gave a presentation to  
the Custer grade schools earlier this 
month to stress the importance of 
work zone safety. Tim talked with 
the kids about what the SDDOT 
does, equipment, awareness,  
distractions, who wins between  
a Dodge Neon and a D8 Cat, and 
more. Tim was one of several  
employees who volunteered to  
share the SDDOT’s message with 
the people in their community. 
Thanks to all who participated 
across the state! 

Tim Wicks conducts a presentation on the 
SDDOT to Custer Elementary 5th graders  
during Work Zone Awareness Week. 
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Way to go! Praiseworthy accomplishments from across the state 
Congratulations Way to go! 

Bernie Clocksin, Standards 
Engineer with Road Design, should 
have been included in the Anniversary 
Milestones section in a previous  
newsletter. Bernie achieved 20 years  
of service to the State of South Dakota 
on Jan. 25. 

Corrections 

Retirements 

Joe O’Dell, Safety 
Coordinator with  
Operations in Pierre, 
retired March 20  
after nearly seven 
years with the depart-
ment. He was hon-
ored March 24 at a 
gathering to celebrate 
his career, where he 
was presented with a 
plaque to honor his  

achievements in improving department 
safety. During Joe’s time with the 
SDDOT, the staff injury and accident 
rate was significantly reduced. Joe 
plans to hunt, fish and travel. 

Joe O’Dell 

Jim Whetham, 
Lead Highway 
Maintenance 
Worker in Armour, 
retired April 8 after 
19 years of service. 
Approximately 85 
friends, family and 
co-workers joined 
to wish him well at 
a retirement party  

 held April 4 in the 
Armour shop. Jim plans to work part-
time for a company near Sioux Falls 
that builds fire trucks. The trucks are 
delivered all over the country, and Jim 
will be driving them to their respective 
new owners. Jim’s co-workers say he 
always had a smile on his face and his 
positive, upbeat attitude toward work 
and others will be greatly missed. 

Jim Whetham 

Richard “Tiny”  
Markeson, Profes-
sional Aide in Belle 
Fourche, celebrated 
his retirement on 
March 28 as part of 
the new Belle Fourche 
Office Open House. 
Tiny was presented 
with a proclamation  
from Gov. Mike  

 Rounds declaring it 
“Richard ‘Tiny’ Markeson Day” and 
was surprised with the announcement 
that the new conference room was 
named in his honor. Tiny retired in 
November after a 44-year career with 
the SDDOT, holding the positions of 
Engineering Aide, Engineer Technician 
(II, III and IV) Engineer in Training, 
Transportation Engineer and Transpor-
tation Project Engineer. 

“Hello! I don't know if this is the  
correct space to comment on the  
very valuable service the snowplow 
drivers and other road service 
crews provide for us especially  
during the winter. We have thought 
many, many times of how pleased  
we would be if there was a day to 
commemorate these essential workers 
and the very valuable service they 
perform for all of us. I wish there  
was something we could do, besides 
their paycheck, to let them know  
how much we appreciate them and  
everyone who keeps our roads safe 
for everyone who travels them… 
all the way through the support  
staff and management!  
Thank YOU VERY MUCH!” 

 — C Young, via March 27  
submission to  
SafeTravelUSA.com 

Mike Behm, Assistant Director  
of Planning and Engineering, and  
Darin Hodges, Engineering Specialist 
with Materials and Surfacing, took top 
honors at the SDDOT bowling tourna-
ment in Pierre last month. A total of  
54 teams competed in the annual event, 
which has been in place for over 40 
years. Jim Hyde, Pierre Area Engineer, 
and June Kepler, Accounting Assistant 
in Finance, finished second. A big thank 
you goes out to Frank and Carol  
Newcomb, owners of the Lariat Lanes 
bowling alley, who donated money to  
the prize fund, gave SDDOT bowlers  
a discount on their bowling and also  
furnished hors d’oeuvres on champion-
ship night, March 28.  

For more tournament photos and  
scores, visit the SDDOT intranet.  

Team Gang Green has done it again. 
The group, comprised of several Yankton 
SDDOT staff, took first place in the 
Yankton Parks and Recreation Men’s 
“B” League volleyball tournament, their 
second year in a row to do so. They also 
had the best record during the season, 
making them league champions. 

Team Gang Green: Front - Rod Gall, 
Yankton Area Engineer Supervisor; Josh 
Pavlish, Journey Transportation Techni-
cian; Tyler Goeken (non-SDDOT), Brian 
Huber, Senior Project Technician. Back - 
Dan Steffen (non-SDDOT); Brian Wenisch, 
Senior Project Technician; Jim Arens, 
Journey Transportation Technician; Kary 
Gregoire, Mitchell Region Surveyor. 

Mike Behm and Darin Hodges won the 
Pierre SDDOT bowling tournament. Jim 
Hyde and June Kepler finished second. 

Richard “Tiny”  
Markeson 

Did you know?  
Retiring employees with over 20 
years of State service qualify for a 
proclamation from the Governor. 
Contact the Communications Manager  
for more information. 
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Significant events in the lives of SDDOT employees 
New Employees Welcome 

Jason Hopfinger, Highway Maintenance 
Worker, Aberdeen, March 24. 

David Van Gelder, Partsroom Assistant, 
Sioux Falls, March 24. 

Linus Wandler, Highway Maintenance 
Worker, Sturgis, March 24. 

Chad Anderson, Highway Maintenance 
Worker, Belle Fourche, April 14. 

Tony March, Highway Maintenance 
Worker, Hot Springs. 

20 years 
Robert Rock, Highway Maintenance 
Worker, Sioux Falls, April 11. 

20 years 
Paul Bergeson, Journey Transportation 
Technician, Pierre Area, April 3. 

35 years 
Thomas Stowsand, Lead Highway 
Maintenance Worker, Sioux Falls, 
April 16. 

 

This information is provided by BOP to reflect  
total years of service to the State of South Dakota, 
including both seasonal and permanent status. 

Anniversary Milestones 

Johnnie Reiff, Hall of Honor inductee 
and long time SDDOT employee, 
passed away April 12 in Sioux Falls  
at the age of 76. Johnnie served in  
Tyndall, Yankton and Sioux Falls  
during his 37-year career with the  
department. He was inducted into  
the Hall of Honor in 1997. 

Our Condolences 

Mia Bree Hansen 

What do you want to see? 
Ideas, story submissions and comments always welcome. 

Dave Hausmann, Utility 
Coordinator in the Office  
of Project Development, 
Pierre, welcomed his first 
grandchild on March 22. 
Hailey Rae Hausmann 
weighed 6 pounds and 9 
 ounces and was 19 inches  

 long. The proud parents  
are Dave’s son DJ and his wife, Aimee. 
Darrel and Jessica 
Henrichsen, along 
with big brother 
Jonas, welcomed  
a girl, Elise, into 
their family. Elise 
was born March 23  
weighing 6 pounds and 13 ounces  
and measuring 19 inches long. Darrel  
is a Journey Technician for the Rapid 
City Area.  

Garth and Shannon 
Hansen recently 
added another girl  
to their household. 
Mia Bree was born 
March 24 weighing  
10 pounds and 3  

 ounces. She joins  
sisters Shaunie and Ava, and brothers 
Porter and Hayden. Garth is a Highway  
Maintenance Worker in McIntosh. 
Melissa Hull and 
her husband, Chris, 
had a girl, Charlotte 
Isabella (“Charlie” 
for short), on March 
28. Charlotte 
weighted 8.3 pounds 
and measured 20  
inches long. Melissa is a Public Transit 
Transportation Specialist in Local  
Transportation Programs, Pierre. 

Rod and Teresa  
Gall have a new 
granddaughter.  
Hannah Lynn  
Merkwan was born 
April 9 in Grand  

 Forks, N.D., to  
the couple’s daughter Valerie and  
her husband, Joel. Hannah weighed  
6 pounds and 15 ounces. Rod is the  
Engineering Supervisor for the  
Yankton Area.  

New Arrivals 

Wayne Olson,  
Senior Right of Way 
Specialist in Sioux 
Falls, is a first-time 
grandpa. Lydia  
Liwah Olson was 
born on Jan. 29 in Reno, Nevada, to 
Wayne’s son Brant and his wife, Chi. 
Lydia weighed 6 pounds and 2 ounces  
and measured 19 inches long. 

Tony and Marla Venjohn 
had a baby boy on March  
13. Mason Anthony weighed 
6 pounds and 7 ounces and 
was 19.25 inches long.  
Tony is a Journey Techni-
cian for the Rapid City Area.  

 

Wayne Cramer, 
Huron Area Engineer 
is a new grandpa.  
His son John and his 
wife, Kyleigh, had a 
baby boy, Emerson,  
on March 18 in Brookings. Emerson 
weighed 7 pounds and 1 ounce and  
measured 19.5 inches long. 

Proud parents Brian Gustad 
and Andrea Bakke had a 
daughter, Neely Jean Gustad, 
on March 18. Neely weighed 
7 pounds and 8 ounces. She 
joins a sister, Keyauna, 4. 
Brian is a Journey Transporta-
tion Technician in Yankton. 

Lydia Liwah Olson 

Mason Anthony Venjohn 

Emerson Cramer 

Neely Jean 
Gustad 

Hailey Rae 
Hausmann 

Elise and Jonas 
Henrichsen 

Charlotte “Charlie” 
Isabella Hull 

Hannah Lynn 
Merkwan 

Neil Schochenmaier, within Road  
Design, Pierre, to Engineering  
Supervisor, from Lead Project  
Engineer, March 24. 

Nicholas DeJong, to Region Opera-
tions Technician, Rapid City, April 9. 

Jeff Steen, to Transportation Region 
Engineering Specialist, Aberdeen, 
April 9. 

Terry Vogt, within the Armour shop  
to Lead Highway Maintenance Worker, 
April 9. 

Linda Wood, to Senior Secretary, 
Road Design, Pierre, from the Office  
of Right of Way, April 9. 

Promotions 

7 
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“DOT recommends measures on 
road where Sturgis teen killed,”  
Rapid City Journal, April 15: The 
SDDOT is suggesting rumble strips, 
the extension of a 45 mph speed zone 
and better signage to improve safety 
along SD34 near Sturgis Brown High 
School where a Sturgis teen was killed 
in a two-car accident in March. The 
recommendations come following a 
traffic study and discussions with local 
law enforcement, Meade School district 
and the Department of Public Safety. 
 
“Park roads to feel pain of cuts, 
budget shortfall to delay projects,” 
by Terry Woster, Argus Leader,  
April 12: The shortfall in the state  
highway trust fund is also affecting the 
state’s parks and recreation areas. The  
Department of Game, Fish and Parks 
historically has gotten about $2 million 
from the gas tax, but will be receiving 
approximately $650,000 next year and 
$500,000 the year after. The parks plan 
to stretch their money through crack 

8 

In the news: A digest of articles related to SDDOT and transportation issues  

To report news/events:  
Contact Emilie Miller  
at 773-5103 or e-mail  
Emilie.Miller@state.sd.us 

Connecting  
the DOTs 

 

is the monthly employee newsletter  
of the South Dakota  

Department of Transportation. 
 

This and previous issues are  
available on the DOT Internet site: 

www.SDDOT.com 

“Internal Control,” DOT-FM-FIN-4.0, 
is now in effect and has been added to 
the intranet. 
http://intranet.state.sd.us/dot/policy/ 
docs/DOT-FM-FIN-4.0.doc 
 

Finance and Management created this 
new policy that increases the awareness 
for internal control within the SDDOT 
as a response to the continued focus the 
State is placing on this area. The policy 
stresses the importance of each individ-
ual’s role in internal control and out-
lines specific responsibilities to enable 
the system to function effectively. 
 

As regards all policies and procedures, 
especially new ones, be sure to bring 
up any questions or concerns about 
your responsibilities. 

Policy Update 

sealing and spot repairs, suspending 
any plans for new roads that aren’t  
already budgeted, and using federal 
money for those parks along the  
Missouri River. 
 
“Young drivers under microscope,” 
by the Associated Press, Aberdeen 
American News, April 14: A new report 
from AAA says that crashes involving 
15- to 17-year-old drivers cost South 
Dakotans approximately $166 million 
in 2006. That figure is a combination  
of medical expenses, work losses,  
property damage and quality of life 
loss. That group of motorists was  
involved in almost 5,200 crashes –  
resulting in 2,166 injuries and 16 
deaths. AAA plans to push for more 
restrictions on young drivers in  
the state. 
 
“Bridge soon to be pedestrian/cycling 
path,” by Loretta Sorensen, Sioux City 
Journal, April 2: Yankton’s Meridian 
Bridge could be carrying pedestrians 

Breaking ground 
The SD50 Business Loop/Cherry Street reconstruction project in Vermillion was 
kicked off with a groundbreaking/pavement breaking ceremony on March 28, hosted 
by the Vermillion Chamber of Commerce. The SDDOT, Vermillion Chamber of 
Commerce, City of Vermillion and Prime Contactor D & G Concrete have formed a 
partnership to foster positive communication and public relations throughout the next 
two years of construction on the $9.4 million project. 

The five official ground-breakers on the Cherry Street project in Vermillion stand ready with  
jackhammers and shovels. L to R - Kevin Heiman, SDDOT Project Engineer in Yankton; Greg Branaugh, 
owner of D & G Concrete; Scott Schempp, Vermillion Chamber of Commerce; Ron Avery, Vermillion  
Chamber/Cherry Street Project Task Force Chairman; and Dan Christopherson, Mayor of Vermillion. 

and bicyclers as early as Oct. 2009.  
The SDDOT said conversion is set to 
start following the completion of the  
new bridge, which is a year ahead of 
schedule.  
 
“More truckers wear seat belts,”  
Argus Leader, March 27: According to 
the U.S. Department of Transportation,  
a record 65 percent of professional truck 
drivers wear seat belts. That number  
is up from 59 percent in 2006. Truck 
drivers historically lag behind passenger 
vehicle drivers, who use seat belts 82 
percent of the time.  


